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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT : Conversations with Dr. Sigh L. Drydan, Deputy Administrator, 
NASA, on 21 September i 960 


25X1 


1. 1 arranged to see Dr. Dry den in his office in order to insure that 

NASA at Edwards Air Force Ba se took no further action toward implementing 
their Iona standing interest 


[ the X-15 flights between Wendover Air Force Base and Edwards Air 
Force Base. Colonel Geary last week succeeded in calling off the Air Force 
portion of the interest of which I speak, but at the same time It was he 
who suggested that a visit to Dr. Dry den might be in order on the NASA por- 
tion of the problem . 


2. Dr. Bryden was not familiar with any change in what he had under- 


m 

I for the X-15, and he 

Paul Biekle there to make sure 


stood to be the dropping of interest 
said he would call Edwards and speak to Mr 
that no Shrther action was taken. We left this subject with an under- 
standing that if I did not hear from Dr. Dry den, I could assume that the 
matter had been properly solved. 


25X1 


I expressed appreciation on behalf of the Agency and Kelly 
for NASA's cooperation arranged by Dr. Bryden in the use of the 


3. 

Johnson 

high speed tunnel at Ames Laboratories for flight simulation teats on 
OXCART. I also inquired if Dr. Bryden was aware of any significant infor- 
mation on the question of sonic boom tests which might have escaped notice 
by the Air Force, which body had been negotiating with NASA recently on 
this subject. Ha said that he was not and felt that the information made 
available to Ge neral Estes was complete. He did make reference to recent 
tests conducted 


wherein 25X1 


supersonic aircraft flew measured courses at extremely low level against 
instrumentation furnished by NASA and against tethered animals in order to 

provide the Air Force with Information on the biology of blast. I told 
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him that General Fllckinger had mentioned these tests to me, hut I had 

" 7 , 0t tS * 158 -aid that «*• Air Force had re.iZl 

b# sfflmi™./! mining th ® to which sonic boom at low level could 

troops * 1 toid that 1 wit 

JS£ StSfdtmlStT" re8Ult * throUfih °“ lwm3L yiickln s* r *ith 

„ « * ?T* Dryden then discoursed briefly upon a recent visit from 

the ?2i eot Qt 344111101141 >npport which possibly might 
b ® 4erived trm QBW TIMS satellites furnishing cloud photography in 
jfrjjjjj.jf firings as a means of insuring greater operational 

r J? tha latter vehicle. He inquired into the circumstances 

surrounding the 'infortunate disappearance of the last capsule, stating 
:< J d be J a ^ of the country in Switserland at the time and had 

^ t aiked i if r th be,m 2 5? lloV the “ tt#r too closely in the press. 

2? the end product was a matter of Joy or disap- 

toe intelligence community. I told him that in ay humble* 

2S*®' 2* f? SU S Wer ® •* tr *wly gratifying, leading us to the belief 
that an effective operational linkage might some daybe made between low 

Photography and the more precise photography 
JJSSPJhfT? ^solution carried in supersonic aircraft. Dr. DrJSn 
tated that he understood that BS£D was preparing a major briefing for NASA 
^ presumably other high officials intend in the^ace 

d2t • ?*# Sf*?® 11 * **1 ® lk€d about th * P°»* 1 hility of obtaining thsT* Pre si- 

meet in d- ir ^' aa ® trom Washington to the Coast to attend the 

meeting. He said that he did not believe this briefing would deal with 
th. COROHAai**. of DISCOVER, tat »tl»r SiS 

int®2.?f UtChe Jbeschua « aaa ® tal t Se gif lug in Munich had delivered^ 

^ te £L 8 ^ ing papar on Physics of the jet stream. In conversations with 
nr. Eryden and Br. Iheodor van iCaxmana following this Ld 

expressed ieen interest in obtaining the use of an United States Mr Force 
aircraft to conduct with his own instrumentation research in jet stream 

2 tWeen v* Bt G * naa ^ / and Horfc h Africa. Apparently without being 
flU «8« st ® d t, hat NASA might be vilUng to make a 
fov this purpose. No decision was tak en on this matter but 

SiSalE* ^ ve a cover 1&s 

tyue of flvin^’w **?“ th J t lf th ® flrst requirement was that this 
SSv* 10 be , J° ne in thQ ®roas Dr. Oeorgil mentioned, I had 

grave doubts that we could accomplish this. On the other hand, if the 
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results oould be obtained from flights within the United States, we might 
well be interested. I then gave him a thumb nail sketch of the proposal 
X have discussed with General Flickingsr for a United States based U-2 
detachment working under the sponsorship of the Space Science Board of 
the National Academy of Sciences. SSB has a program of valid scientific 
objectives that are well within the grasp of the U-2, but I indicated 
that in view of the fact that Flickinger had recently advised me that 
SSB had been gobbled up on this particular program by NASA, I had some 
doubts as to whether Dr. Glennen would sit still for even a partial NASA 
involvement in anything having to do with the U-2, Without answering me 
directly, he indicated that Br« Glennen was still actively sensitised to 
the subject of the U-2. On this pleasant note our conversation ended. 


$mtQ. 

JAMES A. CUNNINGHAM, JR. 
Assistant Chief 
DB/P-DPD 

CCs m/V (Copy No. 2) 


Distributions 

1 - ASST CH/EPS 

2 - DD/P 

3 - AC/EPD 

k - dpd/so 

5 - C/BPD/BB 

6 - SPD/TA8 

7 - OPD/CPS 

8 - bpd/ cover 

9 - EPD/RI 

IPD-DD/P:JACunnirigham, Jr. 


ST;- 5; 

Approved For Release 2002/08/21 : 



P81 B00879R001 000030032-7 



